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a fund for the purpose of sending the soldiers fruits, tobacco, warm clothing
and other things that they might need. It is our duty to subscribe to such
a fund.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-6-1906

378. INDIAN POSITION IN NATAU*
[Before June 13, 1906]
Two things cause the greatest trouble to the Indian community in
Natal. The first is the Dealers3 Licenses Act.
When this Act was passed, the late Sir Henry Binns strongly pro-
tested against it, saying that it was an un-British measure, and that the
ousting of the ordinary jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was a dangerous
principle. Experience has shown the justness of these prophetic words.
The administration of the Act was, in its initial stages, marked by an excess
of zeal in restricting British Indian trade. The Licensing Officer at New-
castle refused to renew all Indian licences, that is, nine in number. It
was after very great expense and trouble that six of them were renewed.
As a result, and owing to pressure from the Colonial Office, the Govern-
ment issued a warning to the licensing authorities that, unless they ad-
ministered the Act with prudence and moderation and respected existing
licences, the Government might be obliged to amend the law, and restore
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. The circular letter served its pur-
pose for a time. It could do no more. Three typical cases have since
happened to show how harsh has been the administration.
1.    Mr. Hoondamal, who has been trading in the Colony for some
time, wished to change premises, and to remove from Grey Street to West
Street.2    The shop was absolutely free from objection from a sanitary
standpoint.    It belonged to an Indian   landlord, and it was in a block
of buildings which have been devoted to Indian traders for several years.
Mr. Hoondamal had a fancyware business, and dealt in Oriental silks
and other fancy goods.   He did not come into competition with any Euro-
pean,   His shop was kept in a scrupulously clean condition, but the transfer
from one premises to another was rejected by the Town Council.
2.    Mr. Dada Osman had   been in trade in  Vryheid for several
years before the war.3 The place he was trading in was considered a Loca-
tion or a Bazaar during the Boer regime. After Vryheid was annexed to
* This was published in The JVotaZ Mercury of 13-6-1906. That paper had suggested that
Indians should "set down their grievances concisely in writing for the benefit of the public,
"who would then be in a better position to form an opinion". The statement was later
reproduced in Indian Opinion.
2 Vide Vol. IV, pp. 357-9.
3 ft& Vol. Ill, pp. 17-21.